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this all-dominating motive was the endeavour to avoid the
assembly of a General Conned. Suriano writes two long re-
ports to his Government to prove this point, and draws out
in detail the many things which Clement was willing to endure
for the sake of this one object, while he states that Clement's
dread of a General Council amounted to nothing short of
abject terror.

In his first repoit Suriano points out at great length the
many occasions on which this exaggerated terror had impelled
Clement to the most strange course of conduct, stating that
"this overwhelming dread of the General Council, and this
alone, induced the Pope to smother his resentment against
the Emperor for the many mortifications received from him,
and specially for the never-to-be-forgotten outrage of the
sack of Rome. All was, if not forgiven, endured in silence, so
long as there was any hope that by keeping Charles in good
humour the Council might be staved off. And it was only when
the Emperor definitely insisted on its assembly that Clem-
ent began again to lean towards Francis, in the hope that
the latter would impede it." Suriano states that Clement
"would not even suffer the word to be mentioned in his pres-
ence/' and gives in detail the many cogent reasons he had
for dreading it.84

In his second report the Venetian ambassador gives a mas-
terly sketch of Clement's whole policy, and again points
out that through all his manifold schemes there had been
this one motive only.

"For this/' says Suriano, "took place the conference with
the Emperor at Bologna, and the league between His Holi-
ness, His Majesty the Emperor, and Your Serene High-
nesses; for this the cruel and shameful siege and conquest
of Florence; for this the marriage between the Emperor's
daughter, Margaret, and the infamous Alessandro; for this
again the marriage between the 'Duchessina'S5 and the son
of the King of France.... Again, for the same reason, when
the arrest in Hungary of the Cardinal Ippolito de' Medici